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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2013 to February 2014 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 
INTRODUCTION 
This was a low-key winter season in terms of reportable phenomena of any 
significance, although three species provided food for thought: high numbers of 
Rough-legged Hawks, the possibility of breeding Northern Saw-whet Owls in the 
cedar canyons of Lincoln Co, and the possible impending demise of Black-billed 
Magpie over most of the state. Also noteworthy is the continuing increase in mid­
winter reports of a wide range of species that previously have accounted for very few 
such records. Notable in this respect are waterfowl, mimids, non-oriole icterids, and 
sparrows; a Say's Phoebe in December was the most surprising record in this group. 
"Winter finches" were in very low numbers. 
Real rarities were lacking; the best in this category were Eurasian Wigeon, Great 
Black-backed Gull, and Steller's Jay. 
ABBREVIATIONS 
ad: adult 
ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 
Cem: Cemetery 
CL: Carter L, Omaha 
fem: female 
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos 
HCR: Harlan Co Res., Republican City 
HL: Holmes L, Lincoln 
imm: immature 
juv: juvenile 
ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 
LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 
m. ob.: many observers
NM: National Monument
NNF: Nebraska National Forest
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge
Res: Reservoir
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s)
SP: State Park
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